October 2007 Newsletter from Pastor Jeyakanth Selvaraj
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
Greetings in the precious name of Our Lord Jesus Christ!
Thank you very much for your earnest prayers and support which were heard at the throne of His grace. God wonderfully blessed the visit to Sri Lanka. I was able to spend from 2nd August to 13th September there. 
Thampalagamam Church:
Thank you for the support for Grace Fellowship Church which is our mother church. By the grace of God the ministry in Thampalagamam is prospering despite the attacks of the enemy of souls. Around 150 children attend Sunday school and of them 80 children attend school. We praise God that our Sunday school children show good character in school and some teachers who were against Christianity are now pleased to teach our children. Joel, son of bro. Rajendram successfully passed the National Scholarship exam, which is for 10 year old children. He is the first child to pass this exam from Thelungu Nagar.
The day care centre and sewing centre works are also in progress. Now our youth and adult workers are doing more outreach ministry and holding house prayer meetings. I thank and praise God for his providence and grace in the lives of these people. Now I can see the fruits of the hard work of the last 16 years. In my absence, the workers who are responsible for the allocated work continue their work faithfully. Bro. Rajendram, bro. Kanna and bro. Peter preach according to their turn. Though my
heart struggles and is hurt at times by those who attack us without cause, I still experience His wonderful mercies.
As the church hall is fully occupied with believers very tightly and some stand outside of the hall, there is a need to extend our service hall. So, the walls of the store room have already been demolished to extend the area. 
· Please pray for this need to be met as early as possible.
For the transport of children we use an old van which has already been used by others
for around 25-30 years. It often breaks down, so, we plan to buy another vehicle
somehow in good condition. 
· Please pray for this need also.
Palaiuttu Church:
By the grace of God, Bro. Subramanium is continuing his ministry earnestly. Some believers who fled to India during the war are still in the refugee camps there. Others now   attend   the   service   and   prayer  meetings   regularly.   However,   they   need strengthening in faith, as many people try to spoil them with false doctrines. Please pray for them.
Muthur Church:
Following the severe war in April 2006, the believers of Muthur church were displaced internally to many refugee camps. They were displaced in different areas far away. We can't visit Muthur, because it is totally sealed off by the government army. We visited these believers in their refugee camps. To reduce the delays due to check points on the main roads, we travelled along the coastal route by which we could meet more believers. It was the area where heavy bombardment had occurred earlier. Most of the buildings, houses, government buildings such as hospitals, schools and agriculture centres were damaged severely and look like empty shells. On the way, we met some of the believers who lived in that area (called Verugal) and now live in a hovel. They said that their houses had been bulldozed to the ground. That area is littered with anti-personnel mines.
The new hut which was built last month for the service among these believers was burnt by Hindu people yesterday. These believers are living in fear.
· Please pray for their faith to grow strongly and for God to protect His people from all evil.
· Please pray for these believers' needs to be met and to have peace. 
We met the displaced believers in Killiveddi, Vaddavan, Valaichchenai,  Kiran, Batticaloa-Palameenmadu refugee camps. They struggle daily without proper basic needs. As a church, we provide additional food every week from the poor fund for each family. Some believers in some refugee camps travel to another place for Sunday services. Our church pays their transport costs. After their displacement from Muthur the only money they see is this support. The government distributes inadequate dry rations on and off in these refugee camps. These people do not have any access to work to support their families. The refugee camps are set out like barracks with tin walls and roof or palm leaf roof. They protest against the government, demanding their right to go back to their own places and to take up their former occupations. The only strength they have is their faith in Jesus. 'The eye of the LORD is upon them that fear him, upon them that hope in His mercy, to deliver their soul from death, and to keep them alive in famine'. 
6th Mile Post:

Following the tsunami project, many new people come to the service. Actually this land was purchased for children homes for boys and girls. At one end of the land there are 30 houses which were built for the tsunami victims and are now occupied by them. The building of the girls’ home is almost finished and is already used for church meetings. Bro. Ambroos is responsible for these meetings. Now many new people from the tsunami houses as well as outsiders come to the service. We had a Family Camp from 17th-19th August in this place. The Sinhalese churches were not able to come due to the security situation, but altogether around 500 people from our branch churches were present. Among  them around 100 people came from the refugee camps of Muthur. Bro. John Braun and I conducted the teaching lessons which dealt with the topics of marriage, family and child care. It was really amazing how the people listened attentively despite the hot weather.
The 18th of August was one of the most remarkable days in my twenty years of ministry. 41 believers from our four branch churches were baptized in the sea. On that hot day and in those high waves these believers committed themselves to obey God's command. They one by one confessed publicly that they belong to Jesus and had buried their old life. Most of them were from Muthur. Their old lives were associated with so much idol worship and false belief. Some of them had waited for their baptism for two years. 
Children For Jesus:

The name 'Children For Jesus' has been changed to 'Lanka Evangelical Fellowship Churches'. We gratefully thank Sis. Martha for her wonderful work in Sri Lanka for the last seven years. She visited so many times and encouraged children's work all over the country. She was involved in so many works. We thank and praise God for her dedicated life. Now she is no more involved in work in Sri Lanka. Now Mr. Gary Donaldson and Mr. Barry Owen continue this work. There is no change in the situation of this ministry on the ground. Whatever work was done by Children For Jesus will be continued by these men working with the LEFC. I plan to go to Sri Lanka every three months. I personally believe that this ministry, which was started by the Lord, will continue until the Lord Jesus comes again.
As I am in the UK, it is easier to contact the supporters and co-ordinate more effectively. While I am the Pastor of Grace Fellowship Church, I work as the chairman of Lanka Evangelical Fellowship Churches. 
Regarding the Children's Home we never call it an orphanage, because we do not like to call these children orphans, so we call it Grace Education Care Centre. If any would like to support these ministries please contact us and we will give more information.
Two British persons recently visited Sri Lanka to see the work. If you are interested, I can forward their reports to you.
· Please pray for the children who are in the Children Home.
· Pray for the workers who work with these children. 
Sri Lankan Situation:

The Eastern province, where many of our branch churches are situated is now under the control of the Sri Lankan army but most of the civilians who lost their belongings are still in refugee camps. The government does not allow the displaced people of Muthur area to go back their own places. Kidnappings, robberies and shootings are still occurring. Bombing and shelling continue in Northern province. People have lost their belongings and flee everywhere. Please pray for these innocent people, especially the children and elderly who are in particular danger. It seems difficult to contact Pastor Enoke in the midst of the war. However, by God's grace during the past twelve months we were able to contact him three times. We asked him to leave that place and come to Eastern province for some time. We heard that, due to the unsafe and hopeless life, many people are searching for God.
· Pray for these people.
· Pray for peace in Sri Lanka.
· Pray for God's providence in safety, strength and guidance for the workers and pastors who dedicated themselves to the Lord's work.
India Visit:

For three days we visited our believers from Trincomalee District who are in the refugee camps in India. They attend the service at the Evangelical Baptist Church, Madurai. Pastor Stephenson takes care of them. These believers have to travel around one and a half hours to attend the service. They still face difficulties in finding work. Their bus fares and Sunday meals are being provided by Pastor Bala from New Zealand. We also provide some help by our church. These displaced believers would like to come back to Sri Lanka, but as they fled from Sri Lanka in small boats, they cannot go back by boats.
· Please pray for these believers to find a way to get back.
· Please pray for the pastor who visits the refugee camps.
Thank you very much for your prayers and concern towards our ministry. May God
bless you!
Yours in His service,
Jeyakanth
