Communication

We are aware that one of the main things we need to do is to publicise that events and activities to our churches so that all can be a part of what the Lord wants to do in and amongst us in 2008 as we reach out.  One suggestion is that each church has a Hope 08 notice board and a representative.  The representatives together with the Ministers and the Bawtry Churches Together Committee are: 
for the Methodists – Pam Barrer, 
the  Anglicans – Jackie Strickland
 and for the Evangelicals – Roz Johnson.  
Please contact any of these people for more information, ideas or offers of help.
We also need to publicise the community activities well and we would like to suggest we use the HOPE 08 logo on much of our publicity to show that we are all working together to bring hope, through our love and actions, to this community.

For more details 
Contact the people mentioned above or look on various web sites if you have access to the internet.

www.hope08.com
www.bawtrychurchestogether.org 
Jackie Strickland    Tel: 710298             email: jandjstrickland@btinternet.com
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Bawtry Churches Together 
“Hope 08”
April 08 Update

“Do More, Do it Together and Do it in Word and Deed”
What is HOPE 08

For many years, Christians all over the UK have been doing a fantastic work in their communities, actively loving and serving those around them.  Hope 2008 is about harnessing this activity through quality resources and encouragement to motivate and enable every church, denomination and person to do more to reach people in the place where they live, during this 12 month period.

In 2008 it is being suggested that churches all over the UK, work together uniting in prayer, outreach and community action to help transform neighbourhoods.  It is a national initiative that is for the whole Church, in fact all Christian denominations, many Christian organisations and even public sector organisations such as the police and local and national Government in some places are working together under Hope 08 to bring hope into our villages, towns and cities.

Bawtry Churches Together aim to do more, do it together and do it in word and action throughout 2008 to bring Hope and serve and bless our community. We hope that you will want to join in with the Anglican, Methodist and Evangelical Churches in this area in some way throughout the year.  
There are High Points throughout the year, namely, The BIG Hope (Easter), Hope Explored (September when churches often run courses for people to explore the Christian faith), The Gift of Hope (Christmas and Advent) with all the opportunities the season brings and much, much more.  All is underpinned by prayer.
Below is a list of some of the things that are planned throughout this year.  Many are existing activities but there are many new initiatives.  From the activities written down in January many are happening or have happened.  These are in BOLD type.  Praise the Lord so much is already going on.
Hope in our Corporate Prayer

· Monthly meetings (2nd Sunday 7.15-8.15) 
· “Rays of Hope” ½ Night of Prayer 30th Dec 07
· Prayer times in churches and personal prayer times

· Women’s World Day of Prayer 
· Doncaster School Workers (DSW) Prayer Time 
· Prayer Walk in the summer
· Prayer boxes in town/ updating prayer posters
Hope in our Worshipping and Studying Together

· Monthly Celebrations in Austerfield 
· United Services 
· Lent Studies 
· Walk thru the Bible 
· Quarterly City Celebrations in Doncaster
Hope in our Communities

· Bulb Planters – 12 tubs

· Tuesday Coffee Fellowship 
· Wednesday Drop in Lunch 
· Coffee Mornings and Sales
· Linking into existing community activities
· Bar Sports – Sat June 8th, Stalls (Roz to gather a group to enable this to happen), and X Factor (So Him and Team)
· Vicarage Garden Party/Fun Day

· Litter Pick led by Youth and ? 

· On Site – helping meet needs of community (Val and Graham Norton) – decorating a lounge and stairs for a single mum

· George Hamilton IV – Thanksgiving Celebration Concert - Austerfield

Hope with our Children

· Open the Book in Misson, Mattersey and Bawtry Schools
· Moving Mountains After School Club in Misson

· Monthly PreSchool/Toddler Service in Misson

· Monthly St Nic’s Nippers 

· Sunlight Club on Fridays (at Bawtry Hall) – temporary help required
· Kingdom Kids (BeFC Sunday School)
· Holy Rollers (St Nicholas Sunday School)
· Tuesday Clubs (Post Easter, Summer and Christmas)
· Through assemblies in schools
· Buying Christian books for Mayflower School Library

· School gate ministry

· Publicising School needs on church notice sheets
· Holiday Bible Club (26th to 31st Aug) – planning group meeting
Hope with our Youth
· MADJAM (youth)
· Working with DMBC to bring Youth Bus back into Bawtry 
· Applying for funding for Youth Activities 
Hope in our Families

· St Valentine Marriage Celebration Service 
· Romantic Couples Film Evening 

· Family Time Course for Parents 
· Socials eg Picnics, Outings
· Thanksgiving Social (BeFC)
· Fireworks Night – 1st Nov 
· Men’s Dinner 
Hope Explored

· Alphas and Y Course follow up

· Alpha in September

· Y Course in September
Hope in our Lives

· In our work places

· In our clubs and societies

· With our friends and neighbours
· Debt Advice

Hope in our World

· Supporting the work of Pastor Jey in Sri Lanka and the children in the children’s homes

· Collection of clothing in next few weeks to send back to Pastor Jey
Hope in our Churches

· All the usual opportunities through services, funerals, weddings, baptisms, dedications, small groups, etc 
· BIG Hope – Easter Activities/Services and opportunities

· The Gift of Hope (Advent and Christmas)
Hope Ideas 

There may be other ideas and thoughts you may have, please mention to us so we can help publicise.
We apologise if there are things that you or your church are involved with that are not on the list.  Please let us know so that we can have a fuller list of all the Hope 08 activities for this area.
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