Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Greetings in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ! 

I am so sorry for my long silence which was the result of the problems in Sri Lanka, a heavy workload and various projects including a visit to church members and other believers in the refugee camps in India.

The civil situation in Sri Lanka

The situation in Sri Lanka has become very bad, shelling, bombings and kidnapping are happening. In the last 15 months 4,303 people have died, 282 have been kidnapped. Tamil civilians are facing harassment from the Sri Lankan forces and life is very hard for many. Some of my church people have been arrested but, thank God, they have all been released. Because of the situation many Tamils have become refugees – some moving to India, some to Tamil-Tiger controlled areas. Many (including my church members) have lost their homes and employment. They are hungry and struggling for daily necessities. 

Both the government and the Tamil Tigers continue to fight each other with the Tamil civilians caught between them. 

Thampalagamam Church News

We are seeing more people coming to church – many through fear of the civil war. Brothers Rajendram, Karan, Ravendra and Subramanian are conducting the services in my absence (please see below). We have recently had a baptism service when 11 people were baptised. Most of the members are regularly attending the prayer meeting and Bible study. 135 children are currently coming to Sunday School. Church activities continue – the day care centres, sewing groups, and school transport (now amounting to 100 children). Our full-time workers are unable to travel freely and so are focussing on the local community – door to door visiting, etc.

The church faces financial pressures because many of the members are unable to work during the current difficulties. Sadly, we still also face problems with other churches trying to take away our members.

Please pray 

· For people’s daily lives

· For the holidays camps to be held in April

· That support for the work may continue

· For the building extension project (our current church building is now too small for our needs)

· For a large second-hand vehicle to help with school transport, local evangelism and transportation to services

News of daughter churches

Jaffna – Brother Enoch and his family are finding things very difficult. The area has been cut off by the Sri Lankan army, there is little contact with the rest of Sri Lanka and there is heavy price inflation. He is unable to visit the church he also pastors in Nachikuda (Vanni). The services there are now being conducted by the members. (In the past 8 months he has only managed to visit twice.) 

Brother Singarajah and his family are also in Jaffna and face similar problems. We have tried to move the family but this has not proved possible. We have sent in some money to help with living costs. 

Muthur – the building has been destroyed and the members scattered. Members have lost everything. We have been able too provide very basic accommodation for them in Valachchani – in sheds erected on land owned by my parents. We have also provided some clothing, cooking utensils and basic dry food rations – but not sufficient for their needs. 

They are attending our daughter church in Valachchani and attend daily Bible studies (most of the believers are illiterate). 

We have appointed 3 full-time workers to visit the 2000 refugee families in the camp near the church and we have seen conversions among them. One of them was actually involved in the destruction of the church building in Muthur and has recently been converted! Services in Valachchani have grown from 15 people to 150-175. We are currently providing £350 a week to these people to help with their basic necessities (about £2 per family). Please pray that we will continue to be able to provide this support.

I am sorry that I am unable to provide more church news at the moment. Please pray for the protection and needs of all the branch churches in Sri Lanka. 

Please pray for the branch churches at: Madakumpura, Thalawakkala, Stonikal, Valathapity, Navatkudah (small fellowship), Palaiuttu, Kekkirawa, Anuradhapura, Wathala-Colombo. (I will give news of these branch churches in my next letter.)

Family news

For reasons I cannot put in writing my family and I are now in London. In six weeks’ time I will be visiting Sri Lanka while my family remain here. 

Yours in Christ,

Pastor Jey

